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WEBSTER INDUSTRIES  IS  FIRST & ONLY  COMPANY  TO  ACHIEVE

 CERTIFICATION  FOR   RECYCLED  CONTENT  TRASH  &  KITCHEN  BAGS
Announces New Private Label Line of SCS Certified Recycled Products
Peabody, MA (November 7, 2007) --  Webster Industries, a leading manufacturer of recycled content plastic trash bags, today announced a new line of private label trash and kitchen bags with recycled content certified by Scientific Certification Systems (SCS).  Webster is the first and only company to receive independent certification for recycled content plastic trash and kitchen bags from SCS – a leading, independent third party auditing and certification of environmental and sustainability claims firm.  The SCS certification provides important verification and validation of the recycled content claim for retailers and their customers.
Webster is the only company offering a full-line of private label recycled content, polyethylene trash and kitchen bags with certified recycled content.  In addition to the recycled content certification, Webster’s recycled content products have also been certified by SCS for Environmentally Preferable Product (EPP) claims – meaning that the products meet the stringent EPA standard for providing a measurable and significant environmental benefit over typical products in the same category.  
Webster is offering both the recycled content and EPP certified products as part of the company’s new private label product lines.  Because of the independent, verified certification, Webster’s private label customers will receive a calculation of savings based on their purchase of Webster recycled content bags which can be used in marketing and sales initiatives as well as in corporate environmental and socially responsible reporting to shareholders and customers.  Webster’s recycled content bags have experienced a surge in popularity in 2007 due to increased demand by retailers for products that contain certified recycled content and that meet legislative and regulatory requirements. 

Jack Shields, president of Webster Industries stated, “The success of our recycled content trash and kitchen bags has been tremendous as a growing number of consumers are using their purchasing power to reflect their increased environmental commitment.  Through the SCS certification, our retail customers get an environmental benefit they can trust and the assurance that their purchase is truly reducing greenhouse gas emissions, reducing waste, and saving energy.  Surveys show that consumers are seeking quality products with a proven environmental benefit and our bags offer retailers a chance to meet that growing consumer demand.” 
Known by the Green Cross logo, SCS is the only recognized independent certification company verifying recycled content for plastic bags.  Stan Rhodes, president and CEO of SCS stated, “Webster is setting the gold standard in terms of recycled content and product innovation with environmental attributes in the plastic trash and kitchen bag category.  I applaud Webster’s proactive leadership to obtain SCS certification.  It is important for retailers and consumers to know that the products they purchase truly have the environmental benefit being claimed.” 
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Webster’s certified products save energy, reduce waste and provide substantial greenhouse gas reductions – which help reduce climate change impacts.  Webster recycles over 30 millions pounds of plastic each year which, according to the EPA’s Recon Calculator Tool, equates to benefits such as:

· Reducing greenhouse gas emissions by 55%, or

· Saving 8 million gallons of gasoline, or

· Taking 7,872 cars off the road for a year, or

· Saving 1 million BTU’s of energy.
Webster’s certified products are available for manufacture as store brands in various formulations, including 60% recycled content with 10% post-consumer material.  All of Webster’s recycled content products meet legislative and regulatory requirements.  Webster products can be produced to meet retailer needs and are available in sizes including the best selling kitchen and trash bags, in 13, 30 and 33-gallon sizes, with an assortment of closure options, including twist-tie, drawstring and handle tie.
"Using recycled content is an important part of environmental stewardship," stated Scott Cassel, Executive Director of the Product Stewardship Institute. "By using plastics that would otherwise be landfilled or incinerated to make new plastic bags, Webster is creating a market for recycled plastics and giving retailers and consumers the opportunity to close the loop on recycling. The certification of Webster’s claims is key to gaining consumer trust through verification of environmental claims.”

Jack Shields added, “As an environmental leader in our industry, we feel it is important to practice what we preach.  With this in mind, our attendance at the PLMA is entirely carbon neutral through the purchase of carbon offsets we obtained from NativeEnergy – a Green-e certified, American Indian majority-owned entity focused on renewable energy projects.”

 
Webster Industries will be located at Booth #3209 at the PLMA Show in Chicago, IL.   Inquiries are welcome.

# # #
About Webster Industries:

Webster Industries is a full line supplier of private label and branded trash bags, containers and food bags, including reclosable zipper and slider bags and microwave steam bags, to retailers and distributors throughout the country. 

Webster has been manufacturing and marketing high quality products since 1957 and is the oldest continuously owned plastic bag manufacturer of consumer products in North America. The company is headquartered in Peabody, Massachusetts with two, state-of-the-art manufacturing facilities in Montgomery, Alabama.  All of Webster’s products can be consolidated for maximum freight and service efficiencies.  Webster’s experienced customer service representatives and dedicated fleet of trucks equates to an exceptional service record.
About Scientific Certification Systems (SCS):
SCS is an independent certifier of environmental, sustainability, food quality and food purity claims.  For over two decades, SCS has developed internationally recognized standards and certification programs aimed at spurring the highest level of environmental improvements, social accountability, and product performance.  Its programs span a wide cross-section of the economy, certifying leading accomplishments in agricultural production, food processing and handling, forestry, fisheries, energy, green building, consumer and business product manufacturing, and retail.
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